
 

During the Winslow Way Halloween event, a Chase Bank employee handed out candy to Island 
children dressed in a racially offensive costume.  The citizen protest that followed prompted the 
Council to write the following letter to Chase: 

 

 

 



Chase’s Northwest Chairman replied as follows: 

 

I appreciate Chase’s prompt and public apology. 

This incident has generated a community discussion that needs to continue.  Some saw 
the protest as an overreaction to a silly Halloween costume.  Others observed that the “white 
perspective” on what may or may not be racially offensive is not particularly valuable.  Reactions 
to the protester during the time he stationed himself in front of the Bank included comments 
that make clear that, regardless of your view on the underlying incident, we on Bainbridge Island 
have a long way to go to live up to our aspiration as an inclusive and tolerant community. 

Val Tollefson, Mayor 


